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File Number: AIR 39/3/3 Volume 3

File Title: Reports of UFO’s

File Timespan: Opened: 1979 - Closed 1980

File Declassified: September 2010

\

Location of Original File: Held at Archives New Zealand

Access to Original File: Restricted until 2050

File Contains: Reports of UFO sightings from members of the public
and military personnel. Correspondence from / to UFO research
groups in NZ and requests for UFO information from overseas
researchers. Press release summary of investigation into the 1975
Kaikoura sightings.




NEW ZEALAND DEFENCE FORCE

PUBLIC RELEASE OF UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS
(UFO) FILES

These copied and redacted files of correspondence on Unidentified Flying
Objects dating from 1952 to 2009 have been Declassified and released to the
public by the New Zealand Defence Force under the Official Information Act.

Access to the original files held by Archives New Zealand is restricted up until
the year 2080 for Personal Privacy reasons. These copied files have had the
personal details of members of the public making UFO reports removed to
preserve their privacy. Personal details of service personnel and civilians
employed by the New Zealand Defence Force and other Government
Departments and Agencies have not been removed. No other information
has been removed or omitted from these files.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF FILES

Correspondence on Flying Saucers began in New Zealand Defence Force
files in 1952 and continued under different names, Unidentified Flying Objects
(UFO) and Unidentified Aerial Sightings (UAS) until the present. The files
contain reports of sightings by private individuals and military personnel,
investigations by Defence and other Government Departments and agencies
into these reports, newspaper clippings on UFOs and letters from individuals
who claim to be in touch with alien beings and craft.

While the files are in general date order from 1952 until the present some file
periods overlap with one another and the documents within each file are not
necessarily in strict date order. There can be duplicate documents within
each file and copies of the same documents (particularly media releases and
reports) can appear in different files.

ACCESS TO UFOFILES

These redacted files are available in hard copy from the Defence Library c/o
Headquarters New Zealand Defence Force Aitken St Wellington. They are
not available in electronic format.
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dRCHIVES

NEW ZEALAND
GOVERNMENT LOANS SERVICE™

PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE THIS SHEET

This item is part of the holdings of Archives New Zealand, and
is a PUBLIC ARCHIVE on TEMPORARY LOAN to your office.

Production: 2010 ©3 2 042
Agency:_ 2 B8/ /<

Series;: __ 7228 ¢

Accession: W 4753
Box/File: /£&

Shelf No: 7= 32/ 9

LEASE TREAT THIS ITEM WITH CARE:

= Do not remove any item from this file

Do not add any item to this file

Do not write on or erase anything from this file
Do not flag, label, or otherwise damage this file

This loan is valid for three months from ....2 8.AUG. 2010

PLEASE RETURN WITHIN THREE (3) MONTHS TO
Government Loans Service

Archives New Zealand Head Office

Ground Floor Reception,

10 Mulgrave Street

WELLINGTON

OR ASK FOR AN EXTENSION

Phone: (04) 894 6063

Fax: (04) 495 6210

Email: government.loans@archives.govt.nz

Unless returned within 3 months, or extended, overdue charges will apply
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XXX
749-299 air 39/3/3 PR

15 December 1980

Mr Peter G. Keane
55 Greville Avehus
Flindesrs Park 5025
SOUTH AUSTRALIAS

Dear Sir,'
Thank you'for your letter of 5 Decembsr.

There is no objection to you publishing the material I passed
to you. It was published in the media in this country et the time
of its initisl relsass.

The RNZAF study will not be relsased to the public, However
the material T passed to you is a summary of the findinga of that
study. .

The news release paper used to carry the material passed to you
is the news release paper used daily by this office to pass
information on RNZAF activities to the madia. The footnote is
only inqludld to prompt newe editors,

n tpis inatance thers is nothing Purther that I can add to
the information I have already passed to you. Howaver there have
bhean hndapandent reports including & book called "Kaikoura UFQ's"
by Captein Bill Startup and Neal Illinquorth. It is published
by Haﬂden amd Stoughton and is priced here at §$12.95.

,I ghan&»you for your inguiry.

Yours faithfully,

i
|
x

_F?Srf 'y
Hi

(C. D. COLE)
Squadron {aader
RNZAF Public Relations Officer.

oo //"
BT e e /é
&




reter Lb.teane

5/12/80 55 Greville Ave
Flinders Park 5025

R South Australia.

4 £3Squadr0n lL.eader Cole,

.
I am in receipt of your recent letter regarding earlier

earlier enquiries-of mdne re-UFD reports from 1979 and I am particularly appreciative

of your assistance,however,I must implore your help with the following:

I hope that there is no objection to me reproducing the three page RNZAF News Service
release on the recent UF0 sightings that you sent me for the publication,"Australian
Unidentified Flying Objects",written with Mr D.W.Mitchell,a writer for the "Scientific
Australian" magazine.
This bulletin will be reproduced in its entirety as an example of official comments
on the NZ UFD events alpbng with the DSIR Report No.B659 which deals with the explane
ations of these sightings and which I have the DSIR's permission to use.
Also I weould like to know if the RNZAF's study of the UFD sightings wifil be released

to the public and if so,when ?

In addition is it possible to obtain further detailed information on fhe RNZAF in~
vestigated UFD sightings for DEC/JAN.(1978/79},particularly the proposed explanations
for them( a printed caption on the bottom of the News Service release states that,"...
further information can be obtained from the Public Relations Officer...Defence Head-
guarters,wellington") 7

Your assistance in these matters is greatly appreciated and is of considerable
importance to my investigation.

In hoping that you will assist,l am,sincerely,

\ \ e 4ée—
\ \\\ Pet?r ?.H?ane.

N e

u LI"!"EI{'J(
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25 Novembsr 1980

Mr Pefer G. Keane

55 Grevilla Ave

Flindsrs Park 5025 !
30UTH AUSTRALIA

Degar Sir,

Thank you for your lettsr of 13 November seeking a copy of
the RNZAF study into Unidentified Flying Objects in the Clararmce
River/Kesikoura reglons,

The report on the RNZAF's investigation has not been mads
publie. However a statemant containing the findings of ths
investigaetion was rolsassd at the time. I have snclosed a copy
for you. :

This particular study waa an isplatad investigation,
The RNZAF doss not normelly undertake detailed investigations into
sightinga of Unildentifiad Flying Objaects. e do however, consult
with other Government agencies in an endsavour to aliminate any
obvious explanations,

I thank you for your intersst.

Yours faithfully,

{C. D. COLE)
Squadron Lsader
RNZAF Public Relations 0Officer



Petgr G.Keane

13/11/80 55 Breville Ave
Flinders Park 5025

P S5th.Australia

i ¢ Sir,

Recently it has come to my attention that the New Zealand Air Force
has prepared a study of the New Zealand UFD sightings in the Clarence
River - Cook Strsit regions between December 20th, 1978 and January 10th,

1979 which is availahle to the gemeral public.

I am at present compiling & publication entitled "Australian Unidentified
Flying Objects" (written in collaboration with Mr D.W.Mitchell,a writer

for the "Scientific Australian® magazine) which is a skeptical werk on this?
subject and which in part deals with the above dated New Zealand UFO

events.

Therefore I request one copy of the NZAF offigial report on these sight-
ings and any other publication by the Air Foarce available to the public

that provides explanations for thess phenamena.

Please notify me as to what costs are reguired to ebtain these.

I have recently sobtained @ copy of the Department of Scientific and
Industrial Research Organisation's Report No.659("Unfamilar Observa-
tions of Lights in the Night Sky",by Mr W.Ireland) which has provided

me with an excellent study of these occurrences,however,l alsoc desire

the Air Forced report on these matters to,s) establish beyond doubt that
perfectly natural explanations exist for these siphtings,b)to provide a
most detailed analysis of the sightings from both sides,pro or con,far

a balanced symposium and c) to verify its conclusions for each particular

UFD case with thase in the DSIR Report.

Any further information that you may reguire will be gladly supplied

and in hoping that you will assist,l thank you for your time and energy.

Yours sincerely,

A7

Peter G.Keane.
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25 November 1880

Mr H, Nickson

167 Saesbank Road
Wallasay
Merseyside L45 TiL
ENGLAND

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter of 3 November sseking information
toncerning an RNZAF investigation into unidentified aircraft.

I belisve the investigstion you ars referring to occurred early
in 1979 when the RNZAF investigsted reported sightings of
Unidentified Flying Objects on ths north~aast coast of the South
Island of New Zealasnd.

The RNZAF does naot underteks detailed investigations into
sightings of Unidentified Flying Objects and the investigation
carried out at that timse was sn isolated instance.

The investigation raport has not besnh made public but a
statement of the findings of the investigation was relesssd at the
tims,

A copy of that statemsnt which will providse the informetion you
seak, 13 enclossad.

Yours faithfully,

/~:(;:

(C. D. COLE)
Squadron Leader
RNZAF Public Relations DfPicer

: / L et
P - e-h TE T
! /



H. NICKSON, M.Ch.S.
State Registerad Chiropodist

Tel. 051-635 2410
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10 July 1980

nr K& w. Hantings
5 Carkesk Strest
Seddoen
MARLBOROUGH

Dsar Kaith,

Thank you for your latter seaking information on
UHiéhntifiad Flying Objects for a school project. Pleaas
actept my sineere mpologies for not replying sosner but I havs
wbsin OVeTSESS.

"1 em afrmid I am unable to halp you as thas RNZAF
does not undertake detailed inveetigations ints UFD sightings.

" Thers are a number of orgsanisations in Nwsu Zasland
that undertake ressarch into sightings snd I would sugosst that

you contpct the New Zsaland UFD Studio Cantrs, % Ngashu Crescent,
Eladon, tellington.

I thank you for your snquiry.

Yours Paithfully,

(cf'bgié:Lz)

Squadron Lsadser
RNZAF Public Relsations Officer

as

\ e
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749-299 Rir 39/3/3 PR

11 June 1980

Mr Darren W Mitchell
434 Ragill Road
Kenasington Gardsns
South Australias 5068
RUSTRALIA

Dear 5§£§

Thank you for your lettsr concerning investigations by
the RNZAF intn recesnt sightings of Unidantifled Flying 0Ubjects.,

I an afrald you have been mislad by ARP reports emphasising
radar obsexvations and Air Forece ilnvsstigations into recent
UFO sightings.

Tha RNZAF does not conduct detailed invastigations into
sightings and 1 aw not awers of any reported radar observations.
Nor am I aware of eny mctivity similar to the Kaikoura sightings
of lsst year. Soms sightings usre reported in the Hutt Valley
araa naar Wellington.

I thank you for your inquiry.

Yours Paithfully,

{. D. COLE)
Squadron Leader
RNZIAF Public Rslations 0Officer



434 Magill Road,Kensington Gdro

South Aust.Australia 5068
Ministry of Defence

ATR STAFF Headgquarters
Wellington,N.Z.

16/5/80
AIR 39/3/3

Dear Mr.C.D.Cole(RNZAF Public Relations Officer),

Would you please be able
to supply me with full details of the RNZAF investigation of recent UFO
reports.Amstralian Associated Press information led me to bekieve that there
is renewed 'activity' similar to that reported a little over a year ago.The
press material emphasised radar observations and Air force 'aeraal'! investigat-
ion.Any details pertaining to these recent events and possible explanations,
whether official or personal would be of great help.

Thanking you in my investigatioms,

Darren W.Mitchell

Duresd



. Air 39/3/3 PR

749-299

13 May 1980

Mr Herry Harris

3456 Manchastsr Road
Uest Timperlaey
Altkincham

Chashire

ENGLAND

Dear Sir,

I thank you for your letter of 15 April enclosing
a copy of your lstter of 12 February.to which you had not
recsived = reply. Obviously the mai{ls are slow for your
lettar of 12 February reached this Headqusrters on 7 May.

The decisicn not to make the report a public
documsnt was made by the Air Staff at the time. Howaver
a summary of the report including the findings, wes relsased
and & copy of this was passed to you on 22 March 1979,

Yours feithfully,

I

(C. D. COLE)
Squadron Leader
RNZAF Public Relatiocns Officer

i [l R
Rt %
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QUR REF:

YOUR REPF:

!

HARRY HARRIS LS Ve, @—%,q
Solicitor LP

Telephone : 081-562 6240 & 986 3943 346 Manchesater Road
{Washway Rosd)
Waest Timperley
HH/SLT Altrincham
. Cheshirs
AIR 39/3/3PR.
ERQGLARD

15th April 1980.

For the attention of C,D. Cole Esg.,

The Ministry of Defence,
The chief of Air Staff,
Defence Headquarters,
Private Bag,

Wellington

New Zealand.

Dear 8ir,-
re: 'U,F.0. matter.

I enclose a photocopy of my letter to you on 12th February last I would be

gratefulito receive your reply.




p—_

Hu/5H
~ AIR 39/3/3FR

12th February 1980

'fﬂﬁur'ihe attention of C.b. Cole L8Qey

“The Ministry of ilefence
‘‘ha Chief of Adr Lieff
+ Jefence ileadquarters,
- Private Yag,

. Wellington
‘New Zealand

- Dear bir,

G

7ai IULEG,! . mather

v

iigthézk5§&q%£Q§fybur letter of the %0th ultimo and would be grateful if you would
cindly, indicate why & report on the matter is being kept as ‘'confidential'.

i mnsietpotion,

k3 ¢

FILE.
1 l 9 t\mﬂ‘ﬂ




HARRY HARRIS A 39/ 303 sl

Solicitor
. Telephona ; 061.962 6240 & 568 3943 346 Manchester Road
(f‘.-, "} I (Washway Road)
O West Timperley
ouragr: HH/SH Altrincham
YOUR REF: AIR 39/3/3PR ' Cheshirs

12th February 1980

For the attention of C.D. Cole Esqg.,

The Ministry of Defence
The Chief of Air Staff
Defence Headgquarters,
Private Bag,

Wellington

New Zealand

Dear Sir,

re: 'U.F.0.'. matter

I thank you for your letter of the 30th ultimo and would be grateful if you would
kindly indicate wmyat;report on the matter is being kept as "confidential''.

Thanking you in anticipation,

AL e
1 e



MUTUAL UFO NETWORK INC. =87

103 Oldtowne Road, Sequin, Texas 78155, U.S.A. . 2 3

UFO Phenomena /
Study since 1945

Founder & Dom Pres.

CSI{NZ) 1952-59

RNZAF Aircraft
Engineering 1941-65

Wing Commander G.T. Clarke,
Director of Public Relations,
RNZAF Headquarters,
Wellington.

Dear Sir,

MUFON

o
N
A

MUTUAL UFO NETWORK
Director for N.Z.

HAROLD H. FULTON

81 Sutherland Cres.
Palmerston North

New Zealand

Office 88-455

Business 68079

©)

February 3rd 1980

A little time has lapsed since you on behalf of the RNZAF released
a Pregss statement in early Jan 1979 which expressed findings on
the December 1978 Kaikaura, Cape Campbell, Clarence River Mouth
ares, radar-visual and photographic record of the unusual phenomena

reported in those coastal zones.

Would you still have a copy of that Press Release which you could

spare, -I would like to add it to my files.

Tllness and attendent

difficulties have precluded my making this request much sooner,

As you and your fellow Officers will be very much aware, the subject
of these particular ufo events are still much in the likslight with
two bools dealing directly with the saga due for publication shortly
and a third not far away which will include the wkmi®mx content

of these Kaiksura events.

May I have the pleasure of receiving copy of the Press Reiease
as requested and any further public released material on the events
in gquestion you or your information department may have offered

subsequently.

Yours Faithfully,

%M@/ %j/é/af

Harold H Fu
Dir MUFON(NZ)

"] INITIALS

] inig | Date
DA i
oorm_ /T
PRO NAVY
PRQ A3 idY 1
PRO - 3
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Riry Harris
480 Munchester Road
Watt Timperley
Altxincham

Chashire

ENGLAND

Dear 8ir,

I thank you for your letter of 17 January sesking =
mors detailsd and scientific explanstioen of, I sssume, the
Kaikoura unidentified flying sbject llghttngt 12 nqﬁtaa ago,
You:lla:t-r of 9 October, 1979, was not recorded as being
received, :

| I must vefer youw 4 #y letter of 28 June in which I
indicuted that the ANZAF report on the sightings Bould not be
reiesssd, That polisy is unichanged,

Howsver 1 undsretand thet the New Zesland UFD Btudiss
Cantre carrvied put aljstudy on the sightings snd an spproach
to ths Cantrs through Dr J ¥ dePook of 5 Ngahus {rsscent
Elsdon, New Isalend, may provids the information you ll!&w

Yours faithfully,

—

C D COLE
gundran ondsy
RNZA? Public Relations Officer



HARRY HARRIS - LT B il

Solicitor

Telopy” " 081-362 6240 & 960 3943 46 Manchester Road
,,1-.) (W:;'Il'lww;ond) |
) ! ast Timperley

ouragr. HE/SH Altrincham

YOUR REF; ) . ) Cheshire

17th Yannary 1980

Ministry of Defence
Air Staff

Defence Headquarters 28 JAN 1930
Wellington CERY. RERISTRY
New Zealand DEFENCE Hngrey

PtCEiVEﬂ

Dear Sirs, !
re: U.F.Q0.'s l
I refer to my: letter of the 9th October last and would be grateful to hear from
you with a more detailed and scientific explanation of the events in questn.on
by reference Ito, if possible, a diagram,

Thanking you in amticipation,

Yours fai¢hfully,

REFERRED) ﬁ ]

|
|

I____m___..__.zxf—w-——
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3 Ssptember 1979

Mr Niall fanning
12 Winter Road
Geeson Park
Dublin 6

IRELAND

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter seeking informetion on
Unidentified Flying Objects.

It is regretted that I am unable to provide you
with this information. The RNZAF does not undertake detailed
investigations into reports on Unidentified Flying Objects.

If & report is passed on to us we co, however, consult a
number of other Government agencies to eliminate any obvious
sxplanations,

Yours faithfully,

(c.0. COLE)
Squadron Lsader
RNZAF Public Relations Officer



-~

Avon School,
Hamlet Street,
STRATFORD.

25 September

Dear 3ir,

I would like to know a little about the sightings of U.,F<C.8
because I am reading about this topic. Here is a little
about it. There!# these two boys that find a ghsmo and

then they ask there mother what it is, but she doesn't

know so then they ask there father and he doesn't know
elther. - But they don't know that it has fallen off a U.F.O.
And that's a. blt about the booK.

So could you please gend me some information on U,.F.0.s.

.Youre faithfully,

Kerry Lehmann

KJL:KAL
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3 Oetober 1970

Kerry Lebuosmn
Avan Sohool
Hamlet Street
SIRATTCRD

Depr Kerry,

Theuk you wvery wmuch for your letbter
concerning the book you sre reading on Unidentified
Flying Cbjects, I em slso pu:zsipieds to what the
gismo wight be, .

The RNIAF does not underteke detalled
fiivestigetions i{nto reports on UFCs nor 4o we
collect informnetion on them, I tharefore regret
that T am unsble to help you,

Your bock certsinly soundsa interesting.

YﬂurqﬁtgifﬁfU115v

(C D COLE)
Hquadron lLesder
RNZAF Public Relstions Officer
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12 July 1979

Miss Johanna Perrty
6 Brett Avenue
Takapuna

AUCKLAND §

Dear Johanna,

Thank you for your letter, passed to me by our
Auckland effice, sssking information and photographs of
Unidentified ‘Flyimg Objects, Unfortunately your letter
has besn delayed in ths post and only reacHsd me this
morning.

I regret that I do not hold informetion or
photographs concerning Unidentified Flying Objscts, as the
RNZIAF ¥pas not undartake detalled investigations into
raportes of UFQe, If a report is pasesd to us we do however
consult m number af Government agencies to sliminate any
obvioues explanations,

Youre faithfully,

—

(C.D. COLE)
Squadron Leader
RNZAF Public Relations Officer

I
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28 June 1979

Mr Harry Harris

346 Manchsster Road
Wgat Timperley
Altrincham

Chashire

ENGLAND

Desar Sir,

I thank you for your letter of 1 Juns concerning
the RNZAF's raport on the investigation into the sightings of?
ths Kalkours cosst,

At the time of ths investigation it was decided that
a summary of the findings would be made public in the form of
a news rslease. A copy of thet summary uss passed to you
garliasr, This policy in respsct of relessing the report is
still adhered to and is unliksly to changs.

Yours feithfully,

o o

Squadron Leader
RNZAF Public Relations Officer

.....



Air 39/3/3 PR

28 June 1979

Dr J,F. deBock
5 Ngahue Crescent
ELSDON

Daar S8ir,

Thank you for your letter of 5 June snclosing
Dr Bruce Maccabee'a provisional report on the Kaikoura UFO
sightings and sesking our participation in an advispry
committes,

The RNZIAF does not undertake detsiled investigations
into reports of Unidentified Flying Objects, The investigation
carried out sar)isr on the Keikoura sightinge was an isoclated
inatancse.

The RNZAF does, howsver, consult a number of
Government agsncles on receipt of a repert, to eliminate any
obvious explanations,

I thank you for the opportunity to join tha Centre's
advisory committea wvhich, for the reascns outlined, must bas
declined.

Yours faithfully,

N -

(C.D. COLE)
Sqguadron Leader
ANZAF Public Relatione Officer

R
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14 June 1979

Tha Director of Civil Defence,
Bowen State 8uilding,
WELLINGYDN 1.

I am refsrring te you ths enclesed letter from
fr Colin Amery, “eslssc known as John Citizen,” who writes to
alert ths Civil Defence authoritiss to the possibility that
a large pisce of Skylab will fall in Umllington, specifically
in ths suburh of xo{burn. any time betusen 13 and 30 June 1979,

As you will sas from the attached press clipping
®r Amery claims to hsve a good tragk record for premsonitions
about public sventes. It ssems that what hs has to say is more
a subject for the Civil Defencs rather than the Defence
orgenirzation. You may sl you will need further informetion.
In ths mesantine I have replisd saying that I uae rsferring the
mattsar to you.

H. B. G. McLEAN

(D.B.G. Mclean)
3acrestary of Defence

Encls

g




, I | ORIBINATOR'S INITIALS

BEFORE BIGNATURE 1o

FOR SIGNATURE by

BEFORE DISPATCH 1o
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6

AFTER DISPATCH 9

initlals

7

BRING UP on

to

3

Date

FiLE

fnitlals

14 Juns 1979

Mr C. Amery,

25 Hilton Road,
Highelifr,
DUNEDIN, ZRD.

Dasar Mr Amery,

Thank you faor your letter of S Juns, passing on information
about the likely end of Skylab. I know that the Minfster will
bs interssted to recsive the details you have provided and I shall

refer your lstter to him.

The organizetion which would coordinats ssrvices in ths
svent of nn-.uorg-ney of the kind you describe would be the

Ministry of Civi

Defance and I have accordingly psssad your lettar

to my colleagus, the Dirsctor of Civil Defence.

Yours faithfully,

D. B. G. McLEAN

{D.8.G. Relsan)
Sscratary aof Defence
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OFFICE OF ‘
MINISTER GF DEFENGE

2t H{lton Road,
Hieha1 19FF,

2th June,
ne€ar MT MClean,

regvonslble to Mr, Prank 7111, Minister of mNefence,
T wish to alert the civll defence authoritles in

Wellington to the vosgibility that a large viece of gkylab will
fal1l on the capital and Iand in the suburb of Kelburn, The dates
I have been given are between 1%th-30th Tune,1979.

mhig information has been received from 2 quite sgeparate
Psychic sources agnd I think some credence should be placed upon it.
mhere {ia-the possidility of widespread damage to property by fire and
the more serious danger of injury to civilian vergonnel.

T feel that the best way this information can be explained

ig by persongl interview with elther your good gelf or the Minister,

78n you vlease revly by return mail, ag T am shortily to leave

Dunedin on a lecture tour.

MCGTM

(Colin Amery also known asg John Gitizen)

.,g;m' ERRED TO X
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- Solicitor
Telepha: 061-962 8240 & 969 3943

OUR REF :

YOUR REF:

HARRY HARRIS HIR 39033 3§|

346 Manchester Road

{Washway Road)
N : ) Waest Timperley
HH/SL Altrincham
&ir/39/3/3/PR . Cheshire

c LT

RSN

lst June, 1970 o -2 v\,-l.
S A "

The Ministry of Defence of New Zealand, 5 5 gy \
Air Staff, ‘@'c: 5,9 :
Defence Headquarters, & h P
Wellington,

NEW ZEALAND,

Dear Sirs,

ret "U JF.0.'8"

I thank you for your letter of the 18th April last and, with regard to
the actual investigation report, would be grateful if you would kindly indicate
why this report js not to be made public if it only relates to Yatmospheric
conditionsg"? -

he same enquiry is repeated in relation to the names and
addresses of the witnesses concerned.

Yours faiPnfully,

REFERRED TO

Oﬁ )
‘{ - ———— ]
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Letter from Dr. F.J. DeBock, 5 Ngahue Crew., Elsden
dated 5 June 1979 and its attached report by Dr.
Bruce 5. Maccabee 'What Really Happened in NZ'
transferred to file Aie 17/4/897 on 29 JUN &1

on instructions from WG CDR WALLINGFORD, D OPS, AIR
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Rir 39/3/3 PR

22 May 1979

Commanding Officer
RNZAF Base Ohakea
Private Bag
PALMERSTON NDRTH

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT SIGHTING

1. The report from Squadron Leadsr G.R. Allin on ths sightings
of Unidantifisd Flying Objects on 26 April whilst he wes duty
operations officer is noted with interest.

2. It ia requested that he be advised that the RNIAF does
not underteke detailed inveatigations of UFD's but in some
instances consults 2 number of Government agencies in an
gndeavour to pliminste any obviopous explanations,

3. In this instance there is nothing of significence to
indicete that the object might have bean anything other than
natural phenomena.

TC:D%Q;;LE)

Squadron Lseadser
RNZAF Public Rselations Officer

i
‘ »\fl.; 4



Air 39/3/3 PR

22 May 1979

WANGANUI

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter to the Commanding Officer of
RNZAF Base Dhakea and passed to the Air 5taff, concerning the
objacts sighted over Palmerston North.

We wers naturally interested in your sighting, however,
the RNZAF does not undertake detailed investigations into
sightings of Unidentified Flying Objects. The investigation
canrisd out earliar this year in respect of the sightings on
the north~east coast of tha Scuth Island wms an isclated instancs.

The RNZAF doee, howsver, consult a numbsr of Government
agencies in an endsavour to eliminatg any obvious explanations.

An sarlier sighting over Palmerston Ngrth was found to
have the characteristice of & radar balloon carrying a lamp
attached to the reflector, and with your sighting, there is
nothing to suggest that the objects were anything but natural
phenomena.

Yours faithfully,

(C.D. COLE)
Squadron Leader
RNZAF Public Relations 0Officer

- 14
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REFERRED TO

Talephone:

In reply quote:

The Chief of Air Staff .
Royal New Zealand Air Force : L
Defence Headquarters : 1 0 MAY 1339
Private Bag
WELLINGTON

HIR 39)3) 2. 29
26

Palmerston North RNZAF Base Ohakea

Private Bag
PAIMERSTON NORTH

OE 3/17/AIR ' 9th May 1979

el

UFQ SIGHTING

Enclosed is a UFO sighting report from

e bt .

AR

ENCLOSURE |
RECEIVED

Ve

Wanganui.

(B.R. ANDERSON)
Flight Lieuntenant
for Commanding Officer
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WANGANUIL

The Commanding Officer
RNZAF Base Chakea
Private Bag
PALMERSTON NORTH

Dear Sir,

I am writing, as requested, to inform you of my sightings of
the UFO's over Palmerston North on Thuraday. I am a member of the
band who all saw the TFO's.

At approximately 10.30 pm on Thuraday night we left the
Lounge Bar of the Albert Motor Lodge to return to our accommodation.
While crossing the carpark (cnr Main/Albert) we noticed an "orange
ball" in the sky, which we later estimated at roughly 5,000 ft high,
and about 45 up from us. The ball moved quite rapidly, considering
its size, from a northerly to s SS5E direction. At its closest point
it gave the appearance that it was burning, as the edges seemed somewhat
jaggered and constantly changing like fire, It also pulsated from very
pale to darker orange.

Az the objedt got further to the mouth, it "appeared" to send
off showers of red aparks at 10 - 15 second intervals. This may have
been stmoapheric conditions. Also on two or three occasions, as it
headed away, it appeared to dip and move from side to side very rapidly,
and without the normal turning room a plane would need. It would move
and return to its comtinuous iine in a matter of one second or less.

This object was in our view for 5 - 7 minutes at a guess,
before becoming too distant to see with the naked eye. We then decided
to return home, but as we turned around, we saw three similar objects,
in a shallow V formation, in approximately the same position we saw the
first. The three moved and looked the same as the firet, but tended to
move to a alightly more easterly direction, Mone of the objects made
any sound that we could directly relate to them, there was the odd
swishing sound, but it waan't conatant, so was probably traffic in the
Qityo

Before the three were out of sight, myself, _ . and
8 who was staying at the Albert went to the reception and
rang Ohakea, who teld us to ring Palmerston North Airport, but there was
no reply. The Police were no help, 8¢ we rang Chakea again, but didntt
get very far. So tried and eventually got through to someone
in charge.

If you should reguire any further information please contact
our base address, Wanganui. We'll possibly
be there after next week for about a fortnight, otherwise one of the guys
in the flat will know where we are, Best ring late at night.

I lock forward to being of assistance.

Yours faithfully,
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4 May 1979 ﬁ b
I

Commanding Officer .
RNZAF Bese Ohaksa }-
Private Bag H
PALMERSTON NORTH b

REPORT ON_UNIDENTIFIED FLYING 0BJECT
STUA R, ALL

1. 8quadron Leadsr Allin'e reported sighting of an Unidentified
Flying Object on the night of 21 April has bsen passed to me in
accordancs with standard actien procedurs.

2. From the description and bshaviour of the light, it appeared
to have the characteristics of a radar balloon carrying a lamp

atdached to the radar reflector. This is supportad by the Superintend
ent of Physical Meteorclogy in the Ministry of Transporti and although

a balloon had not been launched from Ohekea at the time approximate

to tha sighting, it is not uncommon for these balloons to be found ’
in the hands of othsrs outside the Meteorological Service. J

K It should be explained to Sguadron Leader Allin that the ﬁ
investigation carried out by the RNZAF earlier this ysar on the ]
sightings off the Kaikoura coast, was an isolated cese and that the
ANZAF doess not normally undertake detailed investigations of
Unidentified Flying Object sightings.

4. However, as with this sighting, the RNIAF consulte a
number of Government agencies in an sndsavour to eliminate any
obvious explanstions.

e

(C.D, COLE)
Squadron Leader
RNZAF Public Relations Officer

{ P
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A . . 6 DROYLSDEN PLACE

; ' PALMERSTCN NORTH !
, NEW ZEALAND i

!

E{P") : AERIAL PHENOMENON ' telephone 7§ 383

1. "On 26th April 1979, I was the Duty Operations Officer for RNZAF
OHAKEA, .. Whilgt.at home, on call, I was centacted by the Ohakea telew
phone operator, who, at 2255 hours, .irformed me that she had been con-
tacted by several residents of FALMERSTON NORTH, who wére enguiring
about thelorange lights' that were traversing the city, One such call-
er, a . was put through to me. He stated that he, and seve
eral others, had observed coloured lights travelling from north to south
above the city, I asked him to submit a written report to the Base
Commanding Officer,

2. Shortly afterwards, whilst I waswexercising my dog in Featherw

- ston Street, I observed a single orange light, approaching from the

north north east, and at about fifteen degrees above the horizon.
Belng a single light source, it was difficult to estimate range, but I
assessed It to be about elght kilometres away and tracking alongithe
watershed of the northern TARARUA Range. The weather was calm, clear

* and @old but It 1s unlikely if any noige would have been heard at that

range.,

3. As my family and I had observed an aerial phenomendén dn the
evening of 20th April, I was anxious to find witnesses of this sighting.
Across the road, two youths were operating a C.B. radio. I asked them
to confirm the sighting, and for thelr names and addresses. These are
Included in the Appendix.

4. At 2305 hours, I arrived back at my house, In transit, the
lighted disc had been observed against a moving background, but the Imp-
ression was galined that its track curved w=fght from south south west to
south east. For two or three minutes, my family and I observed the now
stationary disc, still at an elevation of about fifteen degrees and at

& range of about fifteen kilometres. With the aid of &x30 binoculars
it was possible to make out the disc shape of yellow light, surrounded
by thin corona of red light.

5, At 2307 hours, the size of the distant disc grew smaller, giving
the impression of a rapid climb, directly away from these four observers
on a heading of 130 degrees True, and with an angle of climb of 25 degw
rees, until it disappeared into the background of stars.

6 I then rang the WELLINGTON Air Traffic Control Centre, and spoke
with the .duty radar operator. He was informed of the sighting and in-
formed me that he had neither known traffic nor unidentified blip 1n

the area to the south east of Palmerston North. The Defence Duty,Staff
Officer was next informed of the sighting, with the coincidence othiast
point of observation being identical to that sighting of the 20th April,

7. At 2335 hours, o rang me again, stating that the initial
sighting had been of a single I1Ight source at 2230 hours, seen initially
at anelevation of 45 degrees, to the north. The disc had passed overd
head of the observer and his two companions, who.were stgnding in the
forecourt of the ALBERT Motor lLodge, Albert Street, Palmerston North,

As 1t did so, at an estimated five to eight thousand feet, a pulsating
swishing noise was heard, It was not thought that this could be mis-
taken for traffic noise, As the disc passed to the south, It was ob—
served to emit sparks, which remained incandescent untjl they fell from
sight behind the Immediate horizon, The disc disappeared Ifrom sight in
a like manner. The course of this first disc appeared to be erratic
about south south east. '



®

8, At 2235 hours, the three observers saw a shallew vic formation of

(2)

three orange discs of light. "These flew on a course of approximately

.98k, overflying from the north.. These too, dissppeared from sight ben

hind the local horizon. Agaih, was asked to submit & report
in writing to the Base Commander.

. 9. In the absence of the Base Orderly Officer, the Ohakea telephone

operator was asked to request the Orderly Officer to inform the Base
Commander of these sightings and to anticipate the receipt of report(sl,

10, I have no objection to this report being made available to the

mediae.
M

(G.R.A11lin
APPENDIX

WITNESSES OF AERIAL PHENOMENA 26th AFRIL 1979

Initial Report received from: _
TAWA, Wellington,

Hls associates:
ASHHURST,

Palmerston North,

Witnesses of sighting at 2300 hours:
Self, wife, son and mother,
ASHHURST, Telephone
Pglmerston North, Tel,
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' el
. L < Y / 3 }éKER-NUNN SPACETRACK
o , v P.O. Box 73 9%
O T Lake Tekapo, N.Z.

=

- Field Engineering 2;2510 ngmnloa land 21045
- ia, Marylan
CQrporatlon 72175?)1)6730-37"00

A Bubsidiary of
The Bendix Corporation

30 april 79, -

RNZAF Base Ohakea
Private Bag
PALMERSTON NORTH

Attnt Squadron Lead Fuller

Reference your 3 /M6/AIR of 24 &pril 1979, Subj: Satellite.Transits
Visible in New aland

Dear Sir,

I regraet that I cannot be of much acssistance to you in this matter,
There are currently over 4600 objects catalogued in orbit about the earths
The orbits of a great number of these satellites take them over New Zealand
from time to time. When and how often is a function of the actual orbit of
the satellites We ourselves concentrate on only a small amount of this
total, about 200, called Deep Space satellitess It is only on these that
we maintain any information, and their -nature is such that they normally
wouldn't be visible to the naked eye anyway., We ourselves frequently get
a satellite on the f£ilm that we cannot identify « not because it's a "UFO',
but. simply because we don't have any data on that particular satellite,

All of the information necessary to attempt to correllate a sighting with a
‘particular satellite is maintained by computers in the Space Gomputational
Center, GColorado Springs, Colorado, USA, but I hope you can pprediate the
‘scope of the task involved in sccomplishing this, and in this case it is

Just not feasible, Again, I am sorry that I can't be of any more help to you.
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Air 39/3/3 p

27 April 1979

0fficer Commanding
No § Squadron

RNZAF Base Auckland
Privats Bag 2
AUCKLAND

For Information:

Headquartars Operations Group

F - ATION

1. The informstion provided by Flying Officer B.J. Godwin
concerning ths radar contact made during a patrol on 9 April has
besen retained by ARir Staff for future refsrencs,

2. Flying Officer Godwin {3 to be complimented on ths
sffort he put into this rsport.

(C.D. CoLE)
| , Squadron Leader
RNZAF Public Relations Officer
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SUBJECT: ---nclomo--%---Q‘fsoaoglcilocaooloooooc.ooub'll
1, The above file was marked out to . .é.ﬁ'ﬂ.e..... On-2.0. .-”éf”-.’??

2. Please advise :

(a) Whether the file is required to action the attached
correspondence, Yes/No,

(b) If the file is not required immediately, whether it
will be required at a later date for follow~up action,

Yes ..............(Date) / No,
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ALLIN
‘ 6§ DROYLSDEN PLACE
. PALMERSTON NORTH
M~ NEW ZEALAND
D - telephone 71 383

AERIAL PHENOMENON

1, " At approximately 1850 hours, local, on Saturday, 21st April 1979,
my thirteen year old son walked from the back door ‘of our house, a dist-—
ance of some ten metres to the side door of our workshop garage, wherein
I was working, in order to call me for our evening meal. BHefore reach-
ing the door, he called me, in an urgent voice, to "come and have a look
at this light in the sky.® Aware of his youthful penchant about UFOs,
I was somewhat sceptical, but nevertheless went to the door.

2, It wag completely dark, civil evening twilight being at about
1800 hours, and the immediate area was unlit, I looked in the direct=
ion that he Indicated and, against the cloudy night sky, saw a steady
white light, moving slowly from left to right. Initially, because a
Cessna 206 had been seen earlier, engaged in skydiving manoceuvres from
Milson Alrport, I assumed this to be the same alrcraft embarking on a
nilght drop, or maybe a James Aviation Cesspna 402, in a right hand ¢limbe
ing turn after taking off from Runway 07 and with landing light 1llumine
ated

3. However, this light had none of the characteristics of any air-
craft light of which I am aware. Both my son and I moved to our back
door and called for my wife and my mother to observe this phenomenon.

L then requested that my son fetch my binoculars. These have a magni=
ficatlion of eight and, as they had been used earlier in the day to ob-
serve the skydivers, were correctly adfusted to my vision. Thus, I
was immedistely able to study the light.

4. - Initially, with the naked eye, it appeared as a small ball of
fire, similar in appearance to the tallpipe view of a single engined
Jjet ailrcraft with reheat engaged. This is a sight with which I am
lmost conversant, having flown such alrcraft ror seventeen pears.

As It was a single light, I could only assume Its course by the steady
angle of its approach. This I have ascertained,by use of NZMS 1, 17,
and 24928 Lands ahd Survey maps, aerlial photographs of my house and a
service Marching Compass, to be 235°True or 215°Nsgnetic. The visual
appearance of this single light gave the impression of flight on steady
heading, at a height of about 2000 feet and, tracking from the direction
AOKAUTERE, when first sighted, towards HOKOWHITU; more precisely 40°20'S
175242'E to 40:22!S/17503978, This approximates overflying the general
axls of the MANAWATU River, upstream of PALMERSTON NORTH, for a distance
of 6.5 kilometres, Our house iIs situated at40~20751%S/175°36'47°5, or
1100 metres north of the centre of FALMERSTON NORTH.

5. Although the light was seen initially on a True Bearing of 080°
from our position, its progress slowed as It moved to a pearing of 130°
True., During this perilod, its angle of elevation Increased from 25%
steadily to 35"above the horizon.

6. Jugt prior to its motion ceasing, the light was studied with the
aild ol the bincculars., The magnified image appeared to be an unflicke-
ering, naked flame, with KELVIN characteristics similar to the flame of
.a kerosene Hurricane lamp. The light source was guite circular and was
large enough to present 1tself as a disc and not as a pin-point of light,
In no way did it resemble a reflected image as no mirage 'trembling'! was
evident. To either side and above the disc was a small area of red ~
light. The definite impressionpggjned was of an oncoming, aerially
igﬁg@&ig?6—1ounted 6 volt old car hgadlight, shining alongside a red painted sur-

iI:Lﬁgﬂtig;;face.

i
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. The closest comparison that I can draw, to a personally obsérved source

Oly its belly spot light 1llumlhateédahd-shining forward, paftly illim='

; inating the under fuselage, Another valid c&%ariéon'would be of a wWa¥-

en night light flame, &t the bottom.of & sherﬁy glass, the far side of
which was painted red and illumihated by the flame.

7 At this time, I left my mother, wife and son on the back steps,
and decided to iInvestigate further. I rang RNZAF Base OHAKEA and asked
for Alr Traffic Control, inorder to check for aircraft movements and
radar echoes. I noted the time as 1854 hours. With no answer, I
then rang Palmerston North tower. No answer » so I rang Ohakea
again and identified myself as the Opérations Flight Commander, asking
to 'be connected to the Radar Supervisor at the WELLINGTON Air Traffic
Control Centre as quickly as possible., . I then returned to the back
door.

8. My family informed me that, in my absence, the light had remained
statilonary for a time, then had moved back on its original track slightly
before growing dimmer and changing its position in elevation. I noted
the time as 1900 hours.

Ve The light, indeed much dimmer, was still on a bearing of 130%True
but now about 30®above the horizon and growing noticeably less bright

and smaller as it apparently climbed away on a heading of about 130 True
or 110 Nagnetic towards PAHIATUA, As it, apparently, climbed, the light
was seen to vary or pulse in intensity. This, I assumed, coincided with
transit of the tiin layer of Altostratus cloud at about 10,000 feet.

At this time, the pulsing light was surrounded closely by a slight halo
effect, such as a light seen through thin mist. Again, there was a
marked similarity to an aircraft climbing directly away from the observer
whilst 1In reheat. Eventually, after another minute or so, the light
became so faint that It was lost In the reflected glow from the city.,

At that time, an occasional sight of stars was made through’ the. thin
cloud. At no time was the sound of an aircraft heard, only the muted
noise of nearby road traffic, in itself Infrequent,

10, At 1905 hours the telephone rang and, after a short delay, I
was connected to the Radar Supervisor at Wellington and to whom I gave
brief detalls of eur sighting. He stated that no ailrcraft was airborne
in our area, that Ohakea had closed watch earlier and that he would en-
quire of Palmerston North tower,

11, I next informed the Ohakea Orderly Officer of our sighting and
checked weather conditions with the duty meteorologist., These were
estimated to be broken Altostratus cloud at approximately 10,000 feet
with helf cover of Cirrus at 28,000 feet; calm conditions and unlimited
vigibility.

12, My wife and my son studied the phenomenon through my binoculars.

13, With twenty seven years experience in aviation, I consider myself
to be an unbiased, expert witness, Using my personal experlience as the
only ¢riterion for this opinion, I consider that the phenomenon observed
was a sphere of steady flame, of comparatively low temperature, below
1000*Celsius, less than 2 metres in diameter and backed closely on one
side by a c¢rimson coloured material., There was no possibility of the



I (3)

light emanating thréugh a lens or from a jet pipe, as the intensity of
the light remained evenly spread and the circular appearance did not
become elliptical as the source changed 1ts relative position and dire¢t-

ion, .
14, I have no ebjection t¢ this report being made availlable to the
media, '
m
*
(G.R.ALLIN)
Squadron Leader
RNEZAF

A Caf b : OXo
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. . ) ‘ ’ : . ' ALLIN
. . . 6 DROYLSDEN PLACE
;  PALMERSTON NORTH

1 NEW ZEALAND
telephone 71 383

4{:} AERIAL PHENOMENON

1. ' At spproximately 1850 hours, local, on Saturday, 21t April 1979,
my thirteen year old som walked from the back dool of bur house; a dist-
ance of some ten metres to the side door of our workshop garage, wherein .
I was working, in order te call me for our evening meal. Before reach—
ing the door, he called me, In an urgent voice, tc "come and have a look
at this light In the sky." Aware of his youthful penchant about UFOs,

I was somewhat sceptical, but nevertheless went to the door.

2, It was completeély dark, civil evening twilight being at about
1800 hours, and the immediate area was uanlit. I looked in the direct-
Ion that he Indicated and, against the cloudy night sky, saw a steady
white light, moving slowly from left to right. Initially, because a
Cessna 206 had been seen esarlier, engaged In skydiving manoeuvres from
Nilson Airport, I assumed this fto bé the same aircraft embarking on a
night drop, or maybe a James Aviation Cessna 402, in a right hand climp-
ing turn after taking off from Runway 07 and with landing Iight i1llumin-
ated

3. However, this light had none of the characteristics of any alre
craft light of which I am aware, Both my son and I moved to our back
door and called for my wife and my mother to observe this phenomenon.

I then requested ‘that my son fetch my binoculars. These-joywe a magni-
fication of eight and, as they had been used earlier in the day to oOb-
serve the skydivers, were correctly adjusted to my vision. Thus, I
was Immediately rable to study the light.

4.  Initially, with the naked eye, it appeared as a small ball of
fire, similar In appearance to the tailpipe view of a single engined

Jjet alrcraft with reheat engaged. This 1s a sight with which I am

most conversekt, having flown such alrcraft for seventeen years.

As it was a single light, I could only assume its course by the steady
angle of its approach. This I have ascertained,by use of NZNS 1, 17,
and 2424 Lamds and Survey maps, aerial photographs of my house and a
service Marching Compass, to be 235°True or 215°Magnetic. The visual
appearance of this single light gave the impression of flight on steady
heading, at a helght of about 2000 feet and, tracking from the direction
AOKAUTERE, when first sighted, towards HOKOWHITU; more precisely 40920'S
175°421E to 40+221S/175039'E. This approximates overflyiny the general
axis of the MANAWATU River, upstream of PALMERSTON NORTH, for a distance
of 6.5 kilometres, Qur house i1s situated at40°20!51%3/175°36t47%E, or
1100 metres north of the cenire of PALMERSTON NORTH,

& Although the light was seer initially on a True Bearing of 080°
Ifrom our position, its proyress slowed as 1t moved to a bearing of 130¢
True. During this perlod, its angle of elevation increased fram 25%
steadily to 35°abové the horizoa.

6 Juat prior to 1ts motlon ceasing, the light was studied with the

ald of the Finoculars. The magnifieﬂ'imﬁﬁe appeared to be an unflicik-
ering, naked flame, with KELVIN characteriptics similar to the flame of

a kerosene Hurricarme lamp. The light source was quite circular and was
large enough to pregent itself as a disc and not as a pifi-point of light.
In no way did it resemble a reflected Image as no mirage "itrempling’' was
evident. To either silde and above the disc wgs a small area of red-IF
light. The definite impression gained was of an oncoming, aerially
mounted & volt old car headligbt shining alongside a red painted sur—
face,
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fqﬁe vlésest comparison that I €an draw, U0 & personally.cbséfved source
1570f ah RAF Suppbit Cominahd, $CErl¥T paintéd Wpirlwind helitopter, with -
oRly Its helly Spot 1ight 111um1ﬁa§§daﬁdfsh1g1ng ‘forward, pabtly illim=
ikatiny the under fuselags, Ahbther- Valid‘cﬁﬁarjson wolld  be 6f a waXx-
en night light flsme, at the bottom.of a sherry glass, the far side of

which was painted red and’ illumdhated by the flame.

7 At this time, I left my mother,; wife and son on the back steps,
and decided to Investigate further., I rang RNZAF Base OHAKEA and asked
for Alr Traffilc Control, in.oider to check for aircraft movements and
radar echoes. I noted the time as 1854 hours, With no answer, I

then reng Palmergton Nerth tower, No answer .. r-wi, so I rang Ohakea
again and identified myself as the Opkrations Flight Commander, asking
to 'be connected to the Radar Supervisor &t the WELLINGTON Air Traffic
Control Centre as quickly as possible. I then returned to the back
door.

3, Ky family informed me that, in my absence, the light had remailned
stationary for a time, then had moved back on its original track slightly
before growing dimmer and changing 1its positien in elevation. I noted
the time as 1900 hours.

9. The light, indeed much dimmer, was still on a bearing of 130%True
but now about 30°above the horizon and growing noticeably less bright

and smaller as It apparently climbed away on & heading of about 130 True
or 110 Magnetic towards PAHIATUA, As It, apparently, climbed, the light
was seen to vary or pulse in intensity. This, I assumed, coincided with
transit of the thin layer of Altostratus cloud at sbout 10,000 feet.

At this time, the pulsing light was surrounded clesely by a slight helo
effect, such as a Iight seen through thimr mist, Again, there was a
marked similarity to an aircraft climbing directly away from the observer
whilst in reheat, KEventually, after another minute or so, the light
became so failnt that it was lost In the reflected glow from the city.

At that time, anh occasional sight of stars was made through’ the.thin
cloud, At no tipe was the sound of an aircraft heard, only the muted
noise of nearby reoad traffic, in itsell infrequent,

l10. At 1905 hours the telephone rang and, after a short delay, I

was connected to the Radar Supervisor at:¥Wellingtor and to whom I gave
brief detalls of our sighting, He stated that no aircraft was airborne
in our area, that Qhakea had closed watch earlier and that he would en~-
quire of Palmerston North tower.

11, I next informed the Ohakea Orderly Officer of our sighting and
checked weather conditions with the duty meteorologist. These were
estimated to be broken Altostratus cloud at approximately 16,000 feet
with helf cover of Cirrus at 28,000 feet; calm conditions and unlimited
visibility. '

12, My wife and my son studied the phenomenon through my binoculars.

13. With twenty seven years experience in sviation, I consider myself
to be an unbiased, expert witness., Using my personal experiefice as the
only ¢riterion for this opinion, I consider that the phenomenon observed
was a sphere of gsteady flame, of comparatively low temperature, below
1000*Celsius, legs than 2 metres in diameter and backed clesely on one
side by a crimson coleoured material. There was no possibility of the
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light emanating through a lens or from a jet pipe, as the intensity of
the light remained evenly spread and the circular appearance did not
become elliptical as the source changed Its relative position and directw

lon.
14, I have no objection td this report being made available to the
media,
Wi
(G.R.ALLIN)
Squadron Leader
RNZAF

G&/ o OXeo
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" in which the sightings wsre being msde.

18 April 1979

Mr Harry Harris

346 Manchsster Rogad
West Timperlay
Altincham

Cheshire

BRITAIN

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your lettser of 2 April in which you
posad a number of questions rslating to the sightings of
Unidentified Flying Objects and sought a copy of the investigation
report,

The news reports concerning a squadron of aircraft on K
special slert waa in fact an exaggeration by the media. One !
Skyhawk wae placed on atandby to investigate further sightings
and an Orion aircraft in fact carried cut a patrol of the area ﬁxﬂ?

Yes, the pilot of the aircraft carrying the television
creu disagresd. Howevar, the pilot alsc did not believe that
the film teken from the eircraft waas a good represgentation of
what they actually sau.

Unusual atmospheric conditions on the east coast of the
South Island have been well documsnited since 1948, with many ,
mirage-type sffects being witnessed over the yaars. The specific
conditions which prevailed recently wsre a very clear atmosphere
for this time of ths ysar; marked inversion layers and a strong;
north-west wind alaft causing a féhn effect.

It was suggested that the most likely objects photo-T Chd e
graphed wsre possibly refracted imagea of Venus or & squid flest, .
The suggestion that the lighte from trains and cars cpuld have i
been responsible for some of the inshere sightings cduld havse
been trus.

The radar was, at the time, giving so many spurious
returns that there was at best only a slight chance of whather or *1
not the lights sighted and the various radar returns gere 3
coincident. Bearing in mind that the radar has no height '
finding facility and that visual observations are not very
accurate in term of range, hsight or bearing, thers was vary
little, if any, correlation between the varlous sightings.

i
g “’ ‘t . X
e Ao {



I The RNZAF investigation report has not bsen made public
and it is unlikely that it will be released. The nawus release
is a summary of the findings of the report which was not as
categoric as reported by the medias. Its findings wera confined
to the most likely causes,

Because of the report not being relecased the RNZAF is
not in a position to release the names and addressss of the
witnesses concernsd.

Yours faithfully,

<

(C.D. COLE)
Squadron Leader .
RNZAF Public Relations
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YOUR 092332 AND 23,57

/
EXAMINATION OF CLOUD PICTURES FOR ABOUT 0903007
FAOW LITTLE SIGNIFICANT CLOUD IN SIGNIFICANT CLOUD IN A2;- [
YOU MENTION. THERE WAS A BELT OF HIGH TOP CLOUD RUNNING
NORTHEAST/SOUTHWEST THROUGH LCSOUTH 18C WHICH 1S MUCH CLOSER
TO COAST THAN 200MILES AND EVEN THIS CONSIDERING VISIBLE
AND INFRA READ TOGETHER DOES NOT LOOK THE SORT OF THING
THAT WOULD PRODUCE STRONG ECHOES.
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DECR WESTERLY FLOW WITH [SOL TCU CB RASH GRADU CONFINED TO RANGES
VIS OCNL BELOW LOOOM AND BASE 800-1200 AT TIMES IN SH BUT SLOW
[MPROVEMENT [1SOL TCU CB TOPS TO 25000 SUBSIDING

IN GISBORNE HAWKES BAY AND WAIRARAPA CLOUD OFTEN SCT AND SH
INFREQUENT AWAY FROM RANGES

FZ 10-11000

SOUTH TSLAND

IN CANTERBURY AREAS FOG TIL ABOUT 09COHR EXTENSIVE LOW ST AND FOG
OVER SEAS AND ABOUT COASTS SOUTH OF OQU-MF WITH BASE 300-600 AND
AREAS MORNING DZ VIS DOWN TO 2000M SCT TCU CB ABOUT AND WEST

ALPS WITH TOPS TO 25000 SUBSIDING AND RASH VIS 3000M AT TIMES BEC

LESS FRQ
FZ 8-9000
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RNZAF 345

ROYAL NEW ZEALA'ND AIR FORCE

TELEPHONE: WEI 3000 Ext 886 No 5 Squadron
RNZAF Base Auckland
Private Bag 2
AUCKLAND

IN BEPLY QUOTE .o ssereaas
12th April 1979

The Chief of Air Staif
Royal New Zealand Air Force )?ﬂ

DOTRS

Attention: Public Relations Officer

For Information:

=
@
&
[ %]
=
=
=
wl
w

[EFENCE T

Operations Group

URG!S 2

Te At 0330 on 9%h April 1979 we were on the north bound leg of a

patrel at 9,000 feet when a radar contact was obtained in position 37103
171300, This contact, bearing 116/20nm from the aircraft appeared to be
keeping formation with the aircraft. "

Ze We turned on %o investigate, and, whilst homing on, the target was
sectored wpon and the tilt control varied. The target was most distinct

at =1.30 of tilt, indicating a targeti-below us, and had the appearance

of a light-medium cloud, 3nm long, along track (116°) about nm wide. _
Throughout the homing to “On Top" there was no target movement, After the
"On Top" the contact was lost (i.e. ailroraft to the east of target) but

was regained when the aircraft was again to the west of the targetb,

Despite two homings to "On Top" nothing that could explain the target was
secen either above or below uss

Ze As the AE0 and Radar Operator I believe this contact to have
been a cloud contact at a true distance of 4Oinm on a bearing of 116° true
from its apparent position.

b, The P3B radar has a PRF of 400 PPS giving a FRT of 2500 micro-
seconds, this limits the max. theoretical range of the radar, (due to, time—cs
available to Misten" for an echo) to 202nme Normelly at that range the i
power output would be insufficient to allow detection of anything but the
most perfect reflector. However, with atmospheric dueting this range !
could be increased significantly, allowing the echo %o e back not in

the listening time for its own pulse, but in time for the next, or even i
one after that, This would mean that targets would be displayed at a ¢
range of X~-202 or 40k or 606 etc where X = the actual ramge of the target (
from the radar, -

Se If this phenomena were to happen in an aircraft travelling at say
300 kts and the real target were say 42lnm away, then the target would
appear to be at a distance of only 20am., Furthermore the target would
appear to keep formation with the aircraft because the true relative

RESTRTCTED - /bearing



bearing would only alter very slowlye. The radar would only be able
v to pick up the contact outside of 404nm because as the range closed
to say 40%nm the echo would arrive back in time, not for zero rauge
on the third pulse, but in time to appear as 202nm on the second
pulsel's "listening time", Although the contact was not observed
coming in at extreme range after the "On Top" due to display limitations,
I believe the mbove to be an explanation of the contact we gained,

6$, After extensive enguiries about cloud formations around New
dealand ab that time, the Wellington Met Office informed me that the
only significant cloud at that time was a belt of high top cloud
rning north east/south west through 405 180E/W which coincides with
the position of our contact in position Lohss 17915W, This position

is calculated by taking 4Olmm from the apparent targets initial position
on the initial bearing of 116°T, and 404nm from the last seen position
of the apparent farget on the final bearing of 120°1,

Te Bad this contact been picked up by a less flexible and well
equipped platform the result would almost certainly have been another
UFO sighting reports Perhaps this incident, ag a provesble example
of radar ducting is of public relations value.

el /
(B.J, GODWIN)

Flying Officer
for Ofificer Commanding

Enclosures: 1. Chart

R

_ N 2. Weather Reports
| EFI;IE?LOSU RE |
' RECEIVED /4
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Air q?/s/s PR

12 April 1979

Master Timothy Bourne
Takeley County Primary School
Takeley Bishop's Stortford
Herts

BRITAIN

Dear Timethy,

Thank you fer your letter of 16 January asking for
information on Unidentified Flying Dbjects.

There is no afficial RNZAF policy on Unidentified

Flying Objects and no general study of UFD sightings is made
by the RNZAF or a specific group within the RNZAF.

I regret that I cannnt'prnuida the information you
requira.

Yours faithfully,

1

(c.D. COLE)
Squadron Leadsr

RNZAF Public Relations Officer
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"HARRY HARRIS !

Solicitor G Yo

342 Manchester Road

Telepf‘"‘j 061-962 6240 & 569 3043
1
o (Washway Road)

our rer , BB/ CH ATRMATL West Timperley
' Altrincham
YOUR rerALR 39/3/3 FR Cheshire

2nd April 1979

Ministry of Defence, -

Chief of Air Staff, L///
Defence Headguarters,

Private Bag,
Wellington,
New Zealand.

Dear Sirs,

Re: "U.F.O. Sightings"

I thank you for your letter of the 22nd ultimo with its enclosure and
trust.that you would not consider me presumptious if I ventured to raise the
following questicons arising out of my perusal of the report which you sent to me,

namely:-

l. According to reports in the British Press, a Squadron of planes was placed on
to chase any further '"mystery" objects? Are these Press

/¥ specialMalert standoy"

reports correct?

W 2. Would it be possible to have the names and addresses of the witnesses concerned!

" 3. According to reports in the British press, the pilot of the plane which took
% the television pictures disegreed with your official explanation = have you any

comment to make?

k. I refer to the fourth paragraph of your "news release" document - is there
. any record of the rather "unusual' atmeospheric conditions occuming before at this

time of the year with similar results? Lf not perhaps you could kindly specify
exactly what these atmospheric conditions were that were so Peculiar to this
year and which, apparently, have not occurred before.

5. Are you suggesting that that which was photographed by the television cameras

was the planet Venus or the light from the Japanese Squid Ships or lights from

trains or vehicles travelling in the viminity of the Clarence River Mouth?

6. I refer to the fifth paragraph on page 2 of your "news release! and am somewhat
surprised when you state that the large "light" which was filmed by the television
team was not seen on radar screen since it is my recollection from a filwmed intervie
¥ . on British Television of one pf your Radar operators to the effect that this
© gentleman stated that he had never seen so many "unidentified" objects on his screen
before - it is also my recollection that this gentleman stated that he had been
a Radar operator for some 20 - 30 years (I forget which) - have you any comment?

2 !
,ééﬁigLiﬁgrf&.s. Is it possible to have an actual

Yours fai 1ly,

-

Oopy of the airforce investigation report?



Essex County Council

| é:“)(eley County Primary School

m

Takeley Bishop's Stortford Herts
Headmaster VESRIEHERRR .
telephone Bishop’s Stortford 870641 date \ & /1 / 1 q
Dear S\ ”
T .
\wo S-r\ end.s and. L Vave

dLec_'\cLecL to do L proJ ect on

LLS-O’S, ond. We wWere Wonder! ng
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iﬂfor mokion oN \,L&O!S] W\r\ ér‘e
h\\eilj Were S;S\'\ l:e& OJ‘\C}\. WB en,
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i amamffum’s INITIALS DEGU\CL
J

g Aprii 1979

Mzs Eileen McCallum,

Oear Mrs McCallum,

Thank you for your letter of 4 April about the reguaests
you have bgen receiving for felsass of your information about
UFB*s. I am happy te know your view on the matter. You may rest
asaured that this Ministry will deo nothing to release the
results of the snquiry conducted by Aflr Farce without your
parmissien. I hawe made this point in reaponse ts enquiries ]
have recaived from a press and television journalist. 7The eole
interaat of tha Ministry of Defence in this matter is to protect
your confidences and privacy arising out ef your association with
Defence st the tims the incident taok plsce.

Yours sincerely,

for

(p.B.G. Mchaan)
Sscretary of Oefence

[GA
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Air 39/3/3 PR

3 April 1979

Firs Elsie Resasgtan
140 Common Road
Low Moar

Bradford

ENGLAND

Desar Mrs Reaston,

Thank you for your letter concernimg the photograph that
appearsd im your deily paper in rslatison to the sightings of
Unidentified Flying Objects in the Christmas/New Year period.

Mithough I em not aware of the photegraph that appesrsd
in yous pepee, it was moat likely the photograph taksn from thes
televisiap film that was made et the time. Phatographs wers not
taken by the RNIZAF.

Your identification ef thres faces in the objsct of the
photograph is cserteinly an interesting discovsry.

The RNZAF investigmetion into the sightings concluded
that they were ths result of natural but wnusual atmeospheric
phenomena, It was highly likely that the object pheotographed
wag the planei Usnus, which at the time of the sightings was
rising early in the morning and at that time of the ysar uas
unusually bright in appearanca.

I regret I cannot satisfy your request for a photogreph
of ths abject. , ‘

Yours faithfully,

L
(C.B. COLE) .&,J;,

Squadren Leader :
RNZAF Public Relations Bffidws

R i b,
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FAeldress ail inguirios (a:
Public Raletions,
Defonce Headguarirs,
Wellingson N.Z.

relephong: 49 H0Q  Ext, 182 or 792,

RNZAF UF0O SIGHTING REPORT

the unidentified radar and visval sightings reported by aircrafi and

1
the Air Traffic Control radars off the north east coast of the South Island

y i Ay

recently, are the result of natural but unusual atmospheric phenomena.

This is the conclusion arrived at in the Air Force's just completed
* vestigation into tne €ightings.
y g g

Before arriving at his conclusions, the investigating officer
interviewed all the principle wiinessges involved in the sightings on the
nights of 20 and 30 December. He also worked closely with the Department
of Scientific and Industrial Research, the Civil Aviation Division of the

Ministry of Transport, and the Metsorologlcal Service.

His report reveals that during the months of December and early
January, atmospheric conditions over New Zealand were conducive to freak
effects on radar and light waves. Also, the planet Venus was rising in the
castern sky early in the morning, and at this time of the
bright in appearance.

)

vear is uvnusually

It was also revealed that for some time the Wellington Air Traffic
Control radar nhas been giving spuriocus returnc cff the east coast of the
South Island.

Over the pericd more than 50 Japanese sguid boats sailed from
Wellington to a position 120 miles off Banks Peninsula.

Not only would the squid boats give a good source of radar return
whilst in transit to thes squid fishing grounds, but they generate a very
iarge amount of light when fishing at night, Each boat generates about
200 kilowatts of light to attract sguid to its lures,; and this light source
cannnt be discounted as a cause of some of the visual sightings.



.
{ .
T "investigating officer also speculates that lights seen in the
Clacence River mouth could uave: come from trains or wvehicles travelliing
along the coast, and affected by unlsual atmospheric reflections and

refractions.

There is no evidence to connect the many radar and visual sightings

in the Clarence River and the larger lights seen to the east.

¥

A Ministry of Defence spokesman said the Ministry was completely

entisficd thore were no unexplained physical objects in the skies at the

&
time of the sightings.

The lights were almost certainly from surface or planetary sources

affected by atmospheric reflection, refraction and distortion.

Radar sets are known to be subject to spurious returns, and it was
significant that on.the occasions the large light was being filmed by a
~televiesion team on board the Argosy freighter, neither Christchurch or
Wallington radars reported any related viéual gightings on their screens.

)

The spokesman salid that the Ministry of Defence was not specifically
charged with formal responsibility for investigating so-called unidentified
flyigg objects in peacetime. However, the Ministry does take an active
interest in all éuch reports and within the limitations of its resources,
cenducts investigations as necessary. .

Commenting on some media specdlation that the country was defenceless
against air attack, the spokesman said that New Zealand did not have
a complex air defence system, cowmprising sophisticated radax equipmept

and a force of missiles and interceptor aircraft.



The recently announced Defence Review explaing that cver the next
decade at least, a physical threat to New Zealand's security, by sea
or from the air, is so remote that expenditure of funds on

gophisticated air defence eguipments could not be justified.

No costing of a comprehensive alr defence system for New Zealand
had been done, but the Defence spokesman said that the bill would be
enocrmous and well beyond current resource iaveis.

Tite Defence spokesman concluded by saving that the Ministry totally
discounts the possibility of visits tc New Zealand, and particularly
to the areas of the country where the recent reports have suggested, of
alien aircraft or other flying machines. It also categorically discounts
any suggestion that air activity of any kind has ﬁaken place which poses
any threat to New Zealand's security. Defence does not share the view of
those who believe we are visited from outer space, or covertly by the air-

craft or machines of potentially unfriendly nations.
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ARir 39/3/3 PF

22 March 1979

Mr Harry Harris

346 Manchester Rosad
West Timperle
Alkrinm E:hapma Y
ahire

RELAND

~Pear Sir,

Thank you for. your lettsr of 13 March asking for dstails
of the repoxt .on the sightings of Unidentified Flying 0Objects
during the Christmes/New Ysar peried.

The Air Eerce*p_inva&tigatian report was not made public.
However, I have enclossd’ e copy ‘of the statemsnt containing the
findingas of the investigation that' was releasad te the media.

I believe this statement will provide ypu with tha
informetion you seek,

Yours faithfully,

(C.D. COLE)
Squadren leadsr

RNZAF -Public Relations Offic

f£nclosure



HARRY HARRIS

Telephone : 061-962 6240 & 969 3942

.
k!
1

our ner: HEL/CH ATRMALL

YOUR REF:
13th March, 1979
. Ministry of Defence, b////

Private Bag,
Wellington,
New Zealand.

Dear Sirs,

s

Salicitor

f?ar-’\:s‘?/?s/},
vael 5

346 Manchester Road
{Washway Road)
West Timperley
Altrincham
Cheshire

AR 1579

CENT., REGISTRY
DEGENCE BOGTRS

Re: "New Years Eve U.F.0 Sightings etc"

I would be grateful to receive details of your Government's official
explanation for the above incident as the whole topic interests me immensely.

Thanking you in anticipation.

Yours faithffully,

e e
REFERRED TO
R
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COVERING RESTRICTED - L4
' 521ephone: Christchurch 794-240 RNZAT Support Group
Ext 734 : RNZAF Base Wigram
Private Bag
CHRISTCHURCH
In reply quote: SG 2/13/AIR 2nd March

The Chief of Air Staff
Royal New Zealand Air Force
Defence Headquarters
FPrivate Bag

WELLINGTON

RNZAF/DSIR INVESTIGATION INTO
UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS

Forwarded for your action is a letter from Warrant Officer
Uffindell regarding the recent interdepartmental investigation into
unidentified flying objects. Commanding Officer Woodbourne's
covering letter is attached.

e

(4.s.R. SAUNDERS)
Squadron Leader
for Commander

Enclosure: 1. Letter from Warrant Officer Uffindell, dated
30th January 1979.

i """! X
poa N 1 fari gy .
t?¥§2£%§ﬁ§kh-] 2. Covering letter from Commanding Officer RNZAF
_ ;_“'Aaa 43 Base Woodbourne, 4/ATIR, dated 31st January 1979.
7._-—_‘-‘“__-"—'-\———
REFERRED TO ‘
?.5.71

COVERING RESTRICTED

| RESTRICTED




B NSNS W lé‘:!,;‘l’ Ll ANZAF 345

P

ROYAL NEW ZEALAND AIR FORCE

Blenheim 238511 REZAY Base
TELEPHONE: axt 600 HVCODBOVANG
Private Bag
BLANHSIM
foiTo
N REPLY QUOTE .. 4 ATR 31 January 1979

B “
/ Pl

{

*Q;é\zaoruna{ya -
REZAF Subpdrt Group
”/ﬁ?'Base .

TIENY 5
Alusilad

Private dag
CHRISTCHURCH

RNZAF/DSI2 INVESTIGATION INTG
UNIDANTIFIED FLYTING OBJECTS

1. Attzched is a letter from Warrant Officer I.B. Uffindell
in which he expresses his reservations about the results of the inter-
departmental inquiry into the 3South Island east coast UFPO sightings in
December 1978,

2. Varrant Officer Uffindell observed objects from this Base
the night of 92/23 Decembey while these were simultaneously plotted
ty Y'ellington Radar. The duty Flight Service Offticer, ¥r Bill Frame,
corroboratles the Warraunt Officer's observations. Thus Uffindell had
a versonal and professiocnal interest in the outcome of the inguiry.

3. The inter-deparimental team visited VYWoodbhourne on Friday,
5 Jonuary 1979, and during my time with them I gained the firm impres-
sionr that they were here to "whitewash" the affair. The DSIR chaps
Lad the answers before they heard the evidence, and when the evidence
did not fit the preconceived theory, then il was seemingly put aside,

4. I hold no particular views on the matter, but do agree
with Warrant Officer Uffindell's opinion that the RNZAF has gained no
benefit from the affair., The Safe Air captains involved have both
been guite critical of the outcome of the inquiry, and therefore,
indirectly, of tine RKZAF.
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1 W/0 I.B. Uffindell

Tech(M)
No 4TTS

i,

30th January 1979

The Commanding Officer
RNZAF Base Woodbourne

UFO_INVESTIGATION

1. I feel that the findings of the Defence Investigation
Committee on UFO's off the Marlborough coast Dec 78/Jan 79 are an
insult to all those 1nv01ved in the 51ght1ngs and subsequent
investigation.

26 Whilst the committee was comprised of men with a high
degree of intelligence, and scientific background, I believe they
were all biased towards the type of finding they arrived at, before
they even commenced their inquiry. This was particularly true of
Mr Thompson from the meteorlogical service. He had rubbished the
idea of anything but atmospheric conditione being the cause, on
numerous occasions on the TV news.

% Furthermore, Wg Cdr Clements, the committee chéirman, stated

'r-ﬁ;that he had no doubts whatever that they would find the cause to be
~ggtronomical or meteorlogical phenomena, and the other three members

“agreed. This was on Friday 5Sth January, the inquiry was then still
in ite first day! '

4. Wg Cdr Clements further stated that CDS had ordered the
inquiry, that they were dragging all the old files out of the archives,
and that they were going to try and find the cause or gource of the
sightings, no matter how long it took. TYet exactly three weeks later
on Thursday 25th Janusry the findings are out, case is closed and we
don't wart to hear anything more about it.

On Monday 22nd Jgnuary Mr Bill Frame and I took bearings
and ‘elevations from the Woodbourne control tower to where we had
witnessed three UFO'as for an hour. I don't think he even had time to
gend them {o the committee, yet they had requested that we take them.

6. Sir, it is my opinion that this inquiry was a farce from
beginning to end and has done much to tarnish the RNZAF's image in
the public's eye. I request you draw CDS's attention to the points
I have raised and urge him to re-open the inguiry, this time with at
leagt some people who hold an open mind on such matters.

/4{////.5@/

/ (x ,B,, rPINDELL)
///



Recent UFO sightings. over .
Kaukoura could be, explained.
by the. bubble theory, MrIL.
Wood gaid.-

He said UFOs Were {rans-

bles fhat rose off ;the sea’
from patches of foam pro-

carried the bubbles great dis-

| tances, and at high speed the

oil- or " other polkutants in’
colours,”

vears, amd -have -watched
them lift off the sea avound
Waxtara They.are about the
siza ofa basketball.':

The bubklies:could look big-
ger than:.'they:fyere, and
when the wind got:too, ‘strong
they hurst,” deceiviug people
into t}unkmg they had seen a
UFO  disappear ~‘at’™" hxgh

speed, he said.

-strong. .
parent. light-reflectig bub- |

duced: by pollution. The wind j:

them gave them brlght‘l

R ! have studled these for'l-

foam bubbles

“ NEW PLYMOUTH Today (PA) —A
Waltara man came up yesterday with a
bubbling new theory on. UFQs — foam -
wafted from the sea into the air.. ©

" He said steep hills. in the
I{a.tkoura region  produced
- updraughts
could carry the bithbles to
grea!: heights.

- Mr.Wood has written to the

'Mm:stry of Defence about his
‘theory. .

““'This hes npened the whole
thmg up for me. The- things
science  has ‘been locking at
for years ‘are produced m the
sea. he sald.
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(42)

AT

Air 39/3/3PR

16 February 1979

WAITARA

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your 1lsiter of 12 February, in which
you promoted further theories in respsect of Unidentified
Flying Objscts,

Your comments and observations have besn noted.

Yours faithfully,

S

/"‘/

(C.D, COLE)

Squadron Leader

RNZAF PUBLIC RELATIONS DOFFICER
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